
CP Books for English I-English V CP 
* These books can be found at the public libraries of Darlington County and local bookstores. The books have been 
nominated by the South Carolina Association of School Librarians. In an attempt to deal with real issues today’s 
teens may face, some of these books deal with very sensitive subjects and may contain mature language or 
references to sex, drugs, and alcohol.  
 
SELECT ONE BOOK FROM THE FOLLOWING CHOICES:  

1. All the Bright Places (Niven) 
“What if life could be this way? Only the happy parts, none of the terrible, not even the mildly 
unpleasant. What if we could just cut out the bad and keep the good? 
Theodore Finch, a freak who seems fascinated by death, and Violet Markey, a cheerleader who is grieving 
over her sister’s tragic death, meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school – six stories off the 
ground—and it’s unclear who saves whom. However, when the two team up to work on a project to 
discover the “natural wonders” of their state, both Violet and Finch make more important discoveries 
about themselves, each other, and life. With Violet, Finch lets loose and is himself—a weird, funny, 
live-out-loud guy who is not such a freak after all. With Finch, Violet can forget to count away the days 
and start living them. But as Violet’s world grows, Finch’s begins to shrink. As Violet faces her demons 
and overcomes her grief, Finch succumbs to his. Throughout this love story, the readers embark on a 
journey that shows the different facets of mental illness. 
 
2. Beware the Wild (Parker) 
“Secrets are never so dangerous as when they've been forgotten.”  
So Sterling and Phin argued? Again…so what? That is what siblings do, right? However, this time, 
enraged Phin did the unthinkable. He jumped the fence and went into the swamp. The swamp in Sticks, 
Louisiana is not just any swamp, and now, Sterling is worried and scared. When a figure emerges from 
the dark forest surrounding the swamp, she is hoping it is Phin; however, it is not. Not only is it not Phin, 
it is a girl – Lenora May – and she walks right into Sterling’s life and family. No doubt the swamp in 
Sterling's small Louisiana town proves to have a power over its inhabitants because now no one but 
Sterling even remembers that Phin existed. Now Sterling, with the help of Heath, a loner who has had his 
own strange experience with the swamp, must fight back to get back what—and who—the swamp has 
taken. Sterling begins to understand the power of where you come from and the roots that never leave as 
she struggles to find Phin. But will the swamp give her brother back? 

3. The Boy in the Black Suit (Reynolds)  
“We needed to talk, plain and simple. And seeing as though she was texting me, she clearly was 
opening the door. I just had to be man enough to walk through it.”  
Life seems surreal for high school senior Matt Miller: his mom lost her battle with cancer, his dad is 
handling his grief with alcohol, and his friends act as though he’s invisible because they don’t know what 
to say. His high school life seems less important to Matt now. When the neighborhood funeral director, 
Mr. Ray, offers Matt a job, he figures wearing a black suit and getting paid $15 per hour is much better 
than working at a fast-food restaurant with greasy chicken. Even though he was freaked out by the idea at 
first, it turns out that working at the funeral home helps Matt work through his loss as he watches others 
deal with their own loss. It is at one of the funerals, he meets Love, a tough girl who’s dealt with a lot 



more—and who helps Matt learn how to rise up despite life knocking him down. With the help of Love, 
Mr. Ray and his best friend Chris, Matt learns to face life with hope again. 
 
4. Death Coming Up the Hill: A Novel (Crowe) 
“I see Death coming up the hill and I am not ready to meet him.” 
The war in Vietnam is raging, the year is 1968, America is deep into the war,   and Ashe, a seventeen year 
old who lives with his parents is used to struggles and battles.  His home life is chaotic, and he must fight 
everyday to secure his place in the family structure.  His parents are in the midst of getting a divorce, 
because his peace loving activist mother, and racist war loving father can no longer navigate the turf 
within their own home. Ashe is the result of a loveless relationship that is much like the situation in 
Vietnam-a senseless war that could have been prevented.  Ashe meets the beautiful Angela,  whose 
brother is missing in action.  With the help of his History teacher, and his new found love, Ashe  comes to 
understand more clearly the war and his parents’ crisis. Afraid of the draft, and his life at home, Ashe 
must face the fear of devastation abroad just as he does at home. Written entirely in Haiku, every syllable 
represents a fallen soldier. 
 
5. Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Salisbury) 
“They hate me. But I don’t have to hate them. Look them in the eye. Show no fear.” 
17 -year- old Zenji Watanabe, fluent in English and Japanese was born in Hawaii to Japanese parents. In 
1941, he is recruited for the U.S. Army Corps of Intelligence Police, and sent to Manila to  mingle with 
and collect information from japanese businessmen. With the cover name Bamboo Rat, he is caught and 
tortured by the Japanese secret police, yet he refuses to blow his cover. Eventually working for a Japanese 
colonel as a translator and houseboy, he uses his position to help the Filipino  Underground. The U.S. 
Forces return, providing Zenji with an opportunity to escape through the jungle.  Despite a debilitating 
wound, and severe hunger, he survives.  His will to live is coupled with his love of family and country. 
Zenji’s extraordinary adventure leads him to the understanding of courage, honor, dignity, and most of all, 
forgiveness. 
 
6. Red Queen (Aveyard)  
“In the fairy tales, the poor girl smiles when she becomes a princess. Right now, I don't know if I'll 
ever smile again.” Red or Silver--your station in life depends on what color your blood is in Norta. Mare, 
a Red blood, spends her time pickpocketing and fixing things to support her family. There is also the 
conscription, a mandatory draft of all Red bloods of age in the Silvers’ war against an enemy country. 
Either way, life for Reds is the same: service to the Silvers. That is, until Mare discovers she has a secret 
power, one that only the Silvers can possess. What follows pulls Mare from the world of service into the 
world of pampered privilege. There she must juggle competing love interests, deception, and rebellion. 
Could Mare be the key that unites the divided world--or tears it apart? 
 
7. The Secret Life of Bees (Kidd) 
“Every human being on the face of the earth has a steel plate in his head, but if you lie down now 
and then and get still as you can, it will slide open like elevator doors, letting in all the secret 
thoughts that have been standing around so patiently, pushing the button for a ride to the top. The 
real troubles in life happen when those hidden doors stay closed for too long.” 



It’s 1964 in Sylvan, SC--the height of racism in the South. Lily Owens’ life has never been the same since 
the death of her mother. Ignored by her father, Lily spends his days fantasizing about her earlier life with 
her mother. All Lily has left of Deborah is a strange image of a Black Madonna, with the words "Tiburon, 
South Carolina" scrawled on the back. When Lily's beloved nanny, Rosaleen, manages to insult a group 
of angry white men on her way to register to vote and has to skip town, Lily takes the opportunity to go 
with her, fleeing to the only place she can think of--Tiburon, South Carolina--determined to find out more 
about her dead mother. Taken in by three African-American sisters, Lily soon learns to find the “mother 
within [herself]” as she comes to terms with her mother’s death and finds her voice. 
 
8. The Sun is Also a Star (Yoon) 
“I know there’s no such thing as meant-to-be, and yet here I am wondering if maybe I’ve been wrong.” 
This book follows a day in the life of two high school seniors, Natasha and Daniel. Natasha’s family has 
been living in the US illegally and is about to be deported. Daniel is preparing for an interview for an Ivy 
League School. They meet by accident and the remainder of the book explores how their lives intersect 
with others over the course of one day.  
 
9. The Walled City (Graudin)  
“ 730. That's how many days I've been trapped. 18. That's how many days I have left to find a way 
out.” Hak Nam Walled City: it was once a fortress, but now it has become a lawless place that is not for 
the faint of heart. Drugs, vagrants, gangs, even human trafficking rule the day.  Who in their right mind 
would choose to get involved in a world like this? Based on real-life Kowloon Walled City in China, this 
book explores three teens from different walks of life--a girl who pretends to be a boy in order to plan a 
daring rescue, a girl imprisoned by a drug overlord, a boy with an 18-day deadline.  All provide unique 
perspectives as they narrate and navigate their journeys in the infamous Walled City. Each has their own 
dark secrets, secrets that could jeopardize their plans and their very lives. Survival is the word of the day. 
Will they all make it? 
 
10. We Should Hang Out Sometime (Sundquist) 
“When I was twenty-five years old, it came to my attention that I had never had a girlfriend. At the 
time, I was actually under the impression that I was in a relationship, so this bit of news came as 
something of a shock.” Have you ever found yourself in an awkward situation with someone you liked 
and thought: “Is there something wrong with me?” Have you ever tried to research why it went wrong? 
Meet Josh, an affable young man and cancer survivor with a prosthetic leg who seems to have struck out 
with the ladies. This memoir examines the real-life story of Josh’s middle and high school career as he 
tries to scientifically (and usually hilariously) determine what happened in all of his “relationships” with 
the ladies. From a disastrous Putt-Putt date involving a backward prosthetic foot to his ultimate pick up 
line,  or his introduction to CFD (Close Fast Dancing), and a misguided "grand gesture" at a Miss 
America pageant, this story is about looking for love--or at least a girlfriend--in all the wrong places. 
 

 


